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Peruvians are flocking to clinics in
rundown neighborhoods, where
doctors with as little as a week’s
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undergo surgery, hoping that it wiii
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t. avarro, presiden
of Peru’s Plastic Surgeons Associa-
tion.

, Navarro said,

On busy Avenida Alfonso Ugarte
in crime-filled downtown Lima, a
row of surgeons’ offices stands
i- amid swarms of street vendors and
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-1 costs by skipping basic safety mea-
sures, including blood and diabetes
tests, electrocardiograms and
.~ other standard pre-operative pro-
cedures, said Dr. César Morillas,
a8 Peru’s most prestigious piastic sur-

geon.
“The patient is operated on
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Patient or victim? h.an Ponce, 26, was given a rag to cover her
Jace afler undergoing plastic surgery Monday to alter her nose.

quickly in a small room behind the
doctor’s office in unhygienic condi-
tions,” Morillas said. “He leaves im-
mediately afterward to catch the
next bus home, often with a rag
held to his face.”

Plastic surgery has become a fa-
vorite second job for surgeons
working in public hospitals, who are
paid as little as $300 a month.

Often, however, doctors touting
themselves as plastic surgeons re-
ceive only a one-week training
course. Malpractice suits are non-
existent.




